
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Lords Live 
 
Thank you for your interest in taking part in our Lords Live programme.  In advance of the 
session please read the information below, which we hope will be helpful.  If you have any 
further questions, please do get in touch: 
 

engage@parliament.uk 

 

Sessions - FAQs 
 

 

When will our session take place? 
Sessions take place on Thursday mornings starting at 9.30 and time permitting lasting up to 

40 minutes.  We will call you at 9.00am on the date of your session to establish a 

connection, ready for the arrival of Lord McFall of Alcluith, the Senior Deputy Speaker 

(please note that on occasion it may be a different Member of the House of Lords. We will 

give you notice of this when we confirm your booking). 

 

What technology do we need? 
You’ll need a Laptop with a built-in camera connected to a projector/screen and speakers. 

Please ensure you have a reliable internet connection. We will contact you a week in 

advance to run a test call using the same room and equipment that will be used on the day. 

If you have any IT questions, please contact us. 

 
How do we set up the room? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ideally, the room should be set up as 
indicated in this diagram.  The camera 
should face the audience in your school – 
this way, Lord McFall can see both the 
student asking the question and the other 
students sitting behind.  Each student 
should take it in turns to approach the 
laptop/tablet to ask their question. 

engage@parliament.uk


How many people can take part? 
We would suggest around 50 students be present, although have found it works really well 
with much larger groups too. If that is not possible, a smaller group is of course feasible. 
Lord McFall is keen to engage with as many students as possible and is happy to speak to a 
mix of ages. 
 

Do we need to prepare? 
It is a good idea to have plenty of questions ready.  Lord McFall hopes to be able to answer 

as many questions as possible, so we recommend each student prepares a question just in 

case. Please note, Lord McFall would prefer the questions to be self-initiated. 

 

What will happen? 
Upon arrival, Lord McFall will greet your group, before inviting the students to ask him 
questions.  We would recommend that each student should come to the laptop/tablet in turn 
and ask their question and then remain there while Lord McFall answers so that he can 
engage directly with them, while still being visible to the other students via the projector.  
Lord McFall is more than happy for students to engage with him and ask any follow up 
questions in response to his answer.   
 
Who is the Senior Deputy Speaker? 
The following links will take you to Lord McFall’s biography page, his website and a page 
about the role of the Senior Deputy Speaker, which you can show to students before the 
session and may help with their questions. 
 
Parliamentary Biography 
Role of the Senior Deputy Speaker 

 

Can we invite the media to our session? 
Please DO NOT arrange radio or TV coverage or invite local/national press journalists to the 
session itself.  We also ask that you do not film the session yourselves.  Lord McFall is keen 
that he spends his time focusing on the students, without being distracted by other 
questions or interruptions. You are of course welcome to invite coverage after the session.  
 

In the meantime… 
 
You might find the following resources useful in preparing for your session Lord McFall. 
 
What is the House of Lords 
How the House of Lords work 
Who is in the House of Lords  
  

https://www.parliament.uk/biographies/lords/lord-mcfall-of-alcluith/4148
https://www.parliament.uk/business/lords/whos-in-the-house-of-lords/members-and-their-roles/senior-deputy-speaker/
https://www.parliament.uk/education/teaching-resources-lesson-plans/house-of-lords-what/
https://www.parliament.uk/education/teaching-resources-lesson-plans/house-of-lords-how/
https://www.parliament.uk/education/teaching-resources-lesson-plans/house-of-lords-who/

